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Group Scout Leaders Report 
 
Our group continues to thrive with all sections running very fun, active and varied 
programs. This year has been very successful with all sections receiving a total of 31 
Chief Scout Awards with their certificates being presented at the Mayors Parlor. This 
is the ultimate award for members in each section.  
 
During the year we were pleased to welcome three new members to our leadership 
team. Jon Puttick and David Hardcastle who are both Assistant Scout Leaders and 
Becca Chambers who is an Assistant Beaver Scout Leader.  
 
Well done to Nicola May who received her wood beads, these are presented on the 
completion of all the training required as a Leader and requires a great deal of time 
and dedication.  
 
We continued to celebrate our 90th anniversary with three group camps, the first a 
hike followed by cooking over open fires and building shelters at Harting. In May we 
went off to Gilwell for the weekend on the train! and then our biggest camp with 140 
children and adults attending at Lodge Hill in September. We had great fun at an 
anniversary celebration evening in November, with some great displays and 
presentations organized by Hilary. We then concluded our year with a great display 
of local Scouting at the Emsworth Museum put together by John. 
 
Four of our Explorers took part in an opportunity of a life time when they went on a 
three week trip to Uganda staying with local Scouts and helping with the on-going 
maintenance of wells and working on a local community building. We also had two of 
our Fellowship members do their Gold DOE expedition in the foothills of Everest. 
These are not holidays they are life changing experiences and as a group we 
especially like to encourage International experiences. 
 
The new Store and work to improve access to the Hut were completed. The new 
building not only looks good but now makes managing our ever increasing items of 
kit much easier and safer. 
 
Due to the continued success we are still looking for more Leaders to assist 
especially with the younger sections were we have waiting lists. Being a Leader 
requires a regular commitment but not necessarily a weekly one and the rewards are 
priceless, great fun, a sense of achievement and knowing that you are giving 
something back to your local community.  
 
Finally it leaves me to thank all the Leaders who do such great work week after 
week, our wonderful team of Explorer Young Leaders and our executive committee 
who ensures the group keeps developing and moving forward. Well done to you all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                  

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Millpond and Spring Beaver Colonies report  
 
2010 continues to be another fantastic year for Beaver Scouts in Emsworth.  Our two 
colonies – Millpond (Tuesdays) and Spring (Thursdays) continue to grow.  Both 
Colonies are running at full capacity, with 40+ Beavers in attendance each week - 
and a healthy waiting list! Many of our beavers have gone onto cubs, and it is great 
to see their skills and confidence grow, as they participate in new and exciting 
challenges.   
 
This year has seen a packed programme, with regular events such as the St. 
George’s Day Service; Remembrance Parade; and the annual Christingle.  We have 
had joint walks with both Colonies; litter picks on the foreshore; and a mass visit to 
Havant Police station!  We have continued to undertake badge work, namely Health 
and Fitness badge, Animal Friend badge and challenge badges such as the Fitness 
Challenge and Global Challenge.  A number of beavers have gained their Bronze 
Awards (some of whom have been to Havant Civic Offices to receive their awards 
and had tea with the Mayor in his parlour!)  Also the beavers have been fortunate in 
being able to take part in a sleepover in June 2010.  A new experience for some 
beavers and one that was enjoyed by all. 
 
 
We have a busy programme planned for the autumn term.  We are fortunate in 
having the regular input of some of our Explorer Scouts.  We continue our varied 
programme with craft and sporting activities.  Many thanks to Mrs. Lyne for helping 
the beavers to achieve their Fitness Challenge back in March – a challenge for her 
and the leaders involved, given the soggy conditions and the driving rain – not least 
of all the 40 beavers participating!! Given the rate with which our Colonies are 
expanding, parental help or sharing of skills and interests is always welcome, 
whether it is regularly or occasionally. 
 
 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
 

 
  

Emsworth Beaver Scout Leaders 
 

(Michael Croucher, Nicola May, Becca Chambers)  

 



 
 
 
 
 
Livingstone Cub Pack report 

 
 
At the last Annual General Meeting Livingstone Cub pack had participated in lots of 
exciting activities and had lots to look forward to in the year ahead.  We have had 
cubs move up to Scouts, new cubs come up from Beavers as well as joining from 
outside the group. 
 
It has been a fun filled year with lots of enthusiastic cubs and a fun filled program.  
This year they have had evenings of fun with environmental fun, learning about 
disabilities, faith, nature hunts, parties, cultures and much, much more.  It is great to 
see the cubs using their imagination and creativity to come up with unusual and 
interesting solutions to the challenges they have been given as well as making new 
friends along the way. 
 
As well as all of this they have had our annual raft race, summer camp and group 
camp.  All the cubs who participated had great enjoyment at these activities.   
 
Group camp was great fun for all that came along with sand karts, caving as well as 
the it’s a knock out activities and natures trails.  There was even a Tee Pee for them 
to play in. 
   
They have all also been working very hard not only at cubs but when they have been 
at home to achieve the huge array of badges that they have gained.  I hope they all 
work hard in the rest of this year to gain many more.  Well Done. 
 
This year has been a fun and exciting one for the cubs, leader, explores and adult 
helpers.  The cubs always seem to come up with new things that make us laugh and 
make the activities fun for us too.  We would like to thank the cubs for making it such 
a wonderful year and all the parents that have supported us throughout.  I would also 
like to thank my explorer assistance’s Tristan, Matt and Gemma. 
 
Now here is to another year of excitement fun and games! 
 
 
Kirsty Buttivant 
Livingstone Pack Akela 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Drake Cub Pack report  
 

Once again the Annual Report brings to the end another interesting and enjoyable 
year for Drake Pack. We have a lovely bunch of boys and girls who certainly enjoy 
themselves and continue to do their parents proud with their attitude and enjoyment 
of life. The pack is well attended, standing at around 24 on the books. 
 
It has been a quiet year for the Chief Scout Silver award. Following the loss of most 
of our older members in September, we have been left with rather a young pack. Still 
the following 5 boys achieved the award: Rhys Little, Tom Verney, Max Stunt, Jack 
Veness and Joseph Allen. All of them have now gone up into Scouts. 
 
The Badge account continues to be well used for an increasing and varied number of 
badges, both Activity and The Cub Challenge Awards. The Activity badges are still as 
varied as ever, lots of boys and girls have achieved First Aid, Astronomer, Scientist, 
Artist and other badges during Pack night and through camping. Camping also 
produces Nights Away and Hikes Away badges. Other badges like Hobbies, Cook, 
Cyclist, Musician, Martial Arts, and the Mum’s favourite the Home Help being gained 
outside of Pack Meetings.  
 
It was another interesting year for camping. Due to both David and Peter being away 
at Uganda, our Summer Camp was a short weekend in July, but we still managed to 
do all we required to attain the Camping Challenge Badge. We also participated in 
the Group camps.  
 
During the year we had several trips and out of Hut activities. The usual night hike 
through the fields to Westbourne with a bag of chips at the end, tracking in the woods 
at the end of Hollybank Lane and we visited Brook Meadow to get away from the 
Voting.  We had a lovely evening swimming at the Havant leisure centre where we 
were allowed to do badge work. The cubs had great fun building our usual 2 rafts 
during Pack night for the Group‘s annual Raft Race and had great fun getting wet. 
We participated in two parades; the St George’s Day Parade and Remembrance 
Sunday, and went to the Havant District Christingle. Unfortunately due to a clash with 
other events we weren’t able to attend one of the two district Orienteering 
competitions this year, and only managed to come 2nd in the other (Out of 1½ teams 
– we had the half team) 
 
We had our usual Fancy Dress parties and the much-enjoyed sausage sizzles 
continue to be the social events of the year. The Halloween and Bonfire party was a 
hoot and the Christmas Fancy dress party as usual produced some amazing and 
unusual costumes.  
 
Of course it wasn't all fun!! We did badge work and learnt some of the crafts of life. 
Grew things and entered our potatoes in the Emsworth Show. A Disability Awareness 
evening and our Body Overhaul and Healthy eating night after Christmas gave the 
boys an appreciation of their health and what it must be like to be disabled. We learnt 
how to keep ourselves and families safe; how to maintain our bicycles; how to tie up 
horses, Grannies and attach safety lines; Conservation, recycling and how to keep 
the world green and protect the countryside. We became all arty and did a bit of 



messy painting; making calendars and made puppets out of old socks. We made 
chocolate nests for Easter. Learnt the importance of teams and sportsmanship and 
improved our dexterity with bat and ball. The cubs found out about other cultures 
involving them in a bit of homework and a visit to the local Hindu Temple in Havant. 
We can navigate using compass and map and track through hostile country. During 
the summer holidays we continued to meet, with the boys running the pack meetings 
and providing some very interesting activities and games-with prizes!  
 
We have continued to help the community. The cubs ran the coconut shy at the 
Emsworth show the takings of which go to the Show Organization.  
 
The Craig Whittaker Drake Pack Challenge Trophy was well fought for. We had no 
injuries during our annual Conker challenge. The Conker Champ was Tom Roberts. 
At Easter the Cubs competed to do the most number of good turns in a week and this 
year’s trophy was won by James Duffy. 
 
As can be seen it was a full programme of events and activities this year and an 
excellent and enjoyable year. The boys wouldn’t have had this experience without 
the help of all the Leaders (the Group Scout Leader, Explorer, Scout and Beaver 
Leaders) and those parents and others who have joined in and assisted with our 
activities and my thanks to you all. I do have an excellent support team with Explores 
helping on a regular basis, so my special thanks to my very able and trusty helpers 
Peter, David and especially to Emily Ford who joined us this year. 
   
  
John Forster 
Drake Pack Akela 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Scout Troop report  
 
I am pleased to report another exciting and fun packed year for the Scouts. Each 
Term we have included in our programme a wide range of activities both inside and 
outside the Hut.  
 
Due to personal commitments I had to move the meeting night from Fridays to 
Wednesdays.  Although we lost s few members as result of this change, we have 
increased our members so that there are now 34 scouts on the register.(up from 30) 
and a waiting list for new members. 
 
I have been ably assisted this year by Jonny Puttick and Dave Hardcastle, both of 
whom have been warranted as leaders and commence the long training to attain 
their wood beads. I could not have managed without their help. 
 
We have been working hard on Scoutcraft this past year , with a focus on Patrols and 
their leaders. The Patrol leaders and their assistants, attend monthly meetings to 
build on their leadership abilities as well as having fun,  In April we took them on a 
trip to the Peak District with the Explorers to improve their navigation skills. A very 
challenging weekend 
 
We have worked hard on badges and I am please that 9 Scouts have attained their 
Gold award, most of whom will be leaving for Explorers in Sept. 
 
Out of doors we were busy too!  
The Summer camp was a success.  We went down to Buddens Farm in Dorset 
where the scouts were able to enjoy a variety of  activities on site. We had Kayaking , 
Climbing and the site has a new caving complex which was a novelty. 
We had a number of hikes along Jurassic Coast, including an enjoyable walk to 
Durdle Door.  Mike took some scouts swimming while the rest of us sat on the beach 
watching.  We had a good climb on the cliffs at Dancing Ledge and even managed a 
trip to Corfe Castle where we learnt how to make rope.. 
 
The Backwoods camp in November was not so good.  It had to be abandoned due to 
a Force 9 gale hitting the Solent area.  The worst for many years.  After a wet and 
windy day, we had our camp fire and then had to get everyone home. This was the 
first camp I have ever had to abandon, but we did use the time to officially re open 
the Harting Campground. 
 
We also took part in a number of District events.  We had the District Bag Pack as 
ASDA in December and I am pleased to say that Emsworth Group won the District 
Cycle challenge around Stoughton Down in May. 
 
Finally, a hearty thanks goes to parent helpers who, throughout the year, have been 
invaluable providing transport and joining in the fun! 
 
Richard Jarczyk -  Scout Leader 

 
 
 
 
 



                                                      

 
 

 
Gryffin Explorer Scout Unit report 
 
Explorer scouts are provided as part of the offer of scouting in Emsworth. There are 
currently 16 Explorer Scouts despite a querk of timing meaning there have been no 
movement from scouts over the last year.  
 
We meet every Mondays between 7.00  and 9.00 and arrange a variety of other 
activities . 
 
Explorers are led by Richard Buttivant and Nigel Bloodworth in the absence of a 
section leader.   
 
There are a range of awards on offer to Explorers but we concentrate on achieving 
the joint awards of the Duke of Edinburgh Award and The Chief Scout and Queens 
Scout award. These two awards run together with much in common. We currently 
have scouts working towards their Bronze, silver and gold D of E award and chief 
scout Platinum and Diamond Award and The Queens Scout award, the highest 
award. 
 
During this past year Monday evening activities have included skills such as first aid 
expedition training, cooking, signals, close combat and activities such as climbing, 
shooting, hiking up Kingley Vale and Kayaking.  
 
Other activities this year have included Hillwalking on Dartmoor and in the Peak 
District, caving in the Mendips, climbing on Portland as well as camping with the 
group. 
 
Many of the Explorers have undertaken young leader training and support the group 
by acting as young leaders in the cubs and beavers.  
 
In order to do these activities we are very grateful to many people who act as 
instructors and to parents who manage to transport Explorers all over the place. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


